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RESOLUTION #SD-02-038

Title: Support for Return of the Sacred Site, the Historic Tsurai Village
of the Yurok Tribe to the Yurok Tribe

WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American
Indians of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our
efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the
inherent sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian
treaties and agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to
which we are entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to
enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people and their
way of life, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise promote the health,
safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and submit the
following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was
established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American
Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, NCAI recognizes the cultural, spiritual and religious
importance of Native American sacred sites to Native American people and thus
supports the preservation and protection of such sacred sites in each of the United
States; and

WHEREAS, NCAI recognizes that many sacred sites that lie outside of a
tribe's reservation boundaries and that are not within the ownership and control of
the tribe are not adequately preserved and protected; and

WHEREAS, NCAI recognizes that the historic Tsurai Village site, located
in Trinidad California, is a Native American Village site of the federally recognized
Yurok Tribe and houses a traditional burial ground, along with other culturally
significant areas, and, as such, is a Native American sacred site; and

WHEREAS, NCAI acknowledges that the Tsurai Ancestral Society, a
California non-profit corporation whose members are lineal descendants of the
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Yurok Village of Tsurai, is dedicated to the protection and preservation of the Tsurai culture,
including the historic Tsurai Village site; and

WHEREAS, NCAI acknowledges that the historic Tsurai Village Site is located in Trinidad,
California, outside of the Yurok Tribe's reservation boundaries, and, although it is aboriginal
territory of the Yurok Tribe, it is not currently within the Tribe’s ownership and control; and

WHEREAS, NCAI acknowledges that the historic Tsurai Village site is owned by the City
of Trinidad and encumbered by an easement held by the California Coastal Conservancy for the
preservation of the Native American resources there, as well as preservation of public access, thus
prohibiting any development of the site; and

WHEREAS, NCAI recognizes that the historic Tsurai Village site has been the target of
neglect and looting for many years and is now in great disrepair both physically and spiritually, but is
not beyond restoration and preservation; and

WHEREAS, NCAI recognizes that the City of Trinidad has failed in carrying out its
responsibilities as owner and steward of the historic Tsurai Village; and

WHEREAS, NCAI acknowledges that the Tsurai Ancestral Society engaged in good faith
efforts for over ten years to work with the City of Trinidad to provide the necessary care and
protection for the Tsurai Village; and

WHEREAS, NCAI recognizes that the historic Tsurai Village will be better preserved and
protected under the ownership and control of the Yurok Tribe.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support the
Tsurai Ancestral Society's efforts to return title to the land housing the historic Tsurai Village site to
the Yurok Tribe for the sole purpose of preservation and protection of the site; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it
is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.
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CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted at the 2002 Annual Session of the National Congress
of American Indians, held at the Town and Country Convention Center, in San Diego, California on
November 10-15, 2002 with a quorum present.

Tex Hall, President
ATTEST:

Juana Majel, Recording Secretary

Adopted by the General Assembly during the 2002 Annual Session of the National Congress
of American Indians, held at the Town and Country Convention Center, in San Diego, California on
November 10-15, 2002.
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